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Name: Date:

Hamlet by William Shakespeare

Guided Notes - Lesson 3

How does Shakespeare’s choice to use irony develop theme in Act III of Hamlet?

Objective: In this lesson you will learn how an author develops theme by analyzing the impact of irony on a text.

Steps:
1. Reread the text, asking yourself “What information do we have as a reader that a character may not

know?”
2. Askyourself, “What is the effect of the dramatic irony on the relationships of the characters?”
3. Askyourself, “How do the effects of dramatic irony develop a theme in the text?”

FOCUS PASSAGE: I11.i.57-162
1. Reread the text, asking yourself “What information do we have as a reader that a character may not

know?”
Highlight where there is information that we have as a reader that may not be understood by another
character.
Passage 1
KING CLAUDIUS
[Aside] O, 'tis too true!
How smart a lash that speech doth give my conscience!
The harlot's cheek, beautied with plastering art,
Is not more ugly to the thing that helps it 60
Than is my deed to my most painted word:
O heavy burthen! 111.i.57-60
Passage 2
HAMLET

Get thee to a nunnery: why wouldst thou be a

breeder of sinners? I am myself indifferent honest;

but yet I could accuse me of such things that it

were better my mother had not borne me: I am very

proud, revengeful, ambitious, with more offences at 135
my beck than I have thoughts to put them in,

imagination to give them shape, or time to act them

. What should such fellows as I do crawling

between earth and heaven? We are arrant knaves,

all; believe none of us. Go thy ways to a nunnery. 140
Where's your father?

OPHELIA
At home, my lord.
I1.i.131-141
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Passage 3

HAMLET

I have heard of your paintings too, well enough; God

has given you one face, and you make yourselves 155
another: you jig, you amble, and you lisp, and

nick-name God's creatures, and make your wantonness

your ignorance. Go to, I'll no more on't; it hath

made me mad. I say, we will have no more marriages:

those that are married already, all but one, shall 160
live; the rest shall keep as they are. Toa
nunnery, go IT1.i.154-162

2. Askyourself, “What is the effect of the dramatic irony on the relationships of the characters?
Review your highlights from step 1 and complete the chart below.

Dramatic Irony Effect

3. Askyourself, “How do the effects of dramatic irony develop a theme in the text?”
Review your completed chart for step 2. Write your answer to this question on the lines below.
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Text Dependent Question: How does Shakespeare’s choice to use irony develop theme in Act III of
Hamlet?
Write your answer to this question on the lines below.




KRIN S
LEARI QLILLIUI\J

Your Turn!

How does Shakespeare’s choice to use irony at the end of Act Il scene i develop theme
in Hamlet?

1. Reread the text, asking yourself “What information do we have as a reader that a character may not
know?”

2. Askyourself, “What is the effect of the dramatic irony on the relationships of the characters?

3. Askyourself, “How do the effects of dramatic irony develop a theme in the text?”

FOCUS PASSAGE: I11.i.189-202

1. Reread the text, asking yourself “What information do we have as a reader that a character may not
know?”
Highlight where there is information that we have as a reader that may not be understood by another
character

LORD POLONIUS 190

[t shall do well: but yet do I believe

The origin and commencement of his grief 190
Sprung from neglected love. How now, Ophelia!

You need not tell us what Lord Hamlet said;

We heard it all. My lord, do as you please;

But, if you hold it fit, after the play

Let his queen mother all alone entreat him 195 195
To show his grief: let her be round with him;

And I'll be placed, so please you, in the ear

Of all their conference. If she find him not,

To England send him, or confine him where

Your wisdom best shall think. 200 200

KING CLAUDIUS

It shall be so:
Madness in great ones must not unwatch'd go.

Exeunt I11.1.189-202
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2. Askyourself, “What is the effect of the dramatic irony on the relationships of the characters?
Review your highlights from step 1 and complete the chart below.

Dramatic Irony Effect

3. Askyourself, “How do the effects of dramatic irony develop a theme in the text?”
Review your completed chart for step 2. Write your answer to this question on the lines below.
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Text dependent question: How does Shakespeare’s choice to use irony at the end of Act III scene i
develop theme in Hamlet?
Write your answer to this question on the lines below.




